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'eetin1 Ca%%ed

!he Annual *em,ershi0 *eetin2 will
ta4e 0lace at the Kona 8ut9oor Circle
on ;atur9ay January 20th@

!he *eetin2 will start with lunch an9
socialiAin2 at BBCD0 E 0rior si2nFu0 for
lunch is reHuire9@ Ilease email
christineshe00ar9Jhawaii@rr@com or
Kain,owICJaol@com L;uAanneM to
re2ister for lunchN there will ,e choices
of mealN all at OB0@

!he official ,usiness of the meetin2
will start at B2CD0 so those not wantin2
lunch may atten9 then@ !he only
,usiness ,efore the *eetin2 is election
of the new Poar9 mem,ers@

Histori6 7eso%#tion

QawaiiRs new county council resolSe9
on Tecem,er 20th to 0rotect the
inte2rity of Kona coffee@ !heir first
session saw a historic resolution ,ein2
0asse9 ,y an UF0 Sote@

Kesolution BUF0V to the Qawaii ;tate
We2islature to reSise an9 clarify Qawaii
KeSise9 ;tatute XUVFB20@VN
recommen9in2 that any coffee la,ele9
YKona Coffee Plen9Y shall haSe a
minimum of 7[\ Kona Coffee an9
shoul9 ,e la,ele9 accor9in2ly

]ntro9uce9 ,y new Kona re0resentatiSe
Pren9a For9N Council mem,ers An2el
Iila2oN Po, Jaco,sonN Tominic
_a2on2N J@ _oshimotoN Tonal9 ]4e9aN
`mily NaeoleN an9 new Chairman Iete
Qoffman all Sote9 in faSor@ ;tacy Qi2a
of Qilo a,staine9@

!hirty seSen 0eo0le 2aSe testimony in
su00ortN 0lus others ha9 sent in written
testimony@ !estimony in su00ort came

from many in9iSi9ual mem,ers of the
KCFAN the Kona Coffee CouncilN an9
the Kona County Farm Pureau@ !he
or2aniAations that 2aSe official
testimony were the Kona Coffee
Farmers Association an9 the Qawaii
Temocratic 0arty@

Four 0eo0le s0o4e in o00ositionN they
re0resente9 the Qawaii Coffee
Com0anyN Ca0tain Coo4 Coffee CoN
breenwell FarmsN an9 Kona *ountain@

]t was an emotional occasion for seSeral
s0ea4ers as they s0o4e so 0assionately
a,out the inte2rity of Kona coffee@
]ssues raise9 inclu9e9 the economic
9ama2e 9one to the Kona re0utation ,y
the Kona name ,ein2 use9 on coffee
that contains only B0\ Kona an9 c0\
forei2n coffee of Huestiona,le ori2in@
!estifiers ma9e the 0oint re0eate9ly that
the le2islation 9oes not as4 ,len9ers not
to ,len9N it sim0ly as4s them to choose
a name for their ,len9 that 9oes not
inclu9e the name of Kona@

!he 0rocessors who testifie9 sai9 they
feare9 that such le2islation woul9 cause
a 2lut of Kona coffee@ Put the many
cherry farmersN estate farmersN
consumersN an9 sellers state9 that Kona
coffee is sol9 out com0letely eSery year
an9 they coul9 sell more of it than they
2row@  Farmin2 coffee in Kona is only
Sia,le ,ecause of its hi2h re0utation an9
corres0on9in2ly hi2h 0rice@ !he floo9 of
chea0 ,len9s usin2 the Kona name will
cause Kona to ,e consi9ere9 a
commo9ity coffee instea9 of a s0ecialty
coffee an9 the 0rice will 9ro0@

Kona coffee farmers will now ta4e their
case to the ;tate le2islature an9 as4 for
0rotection of the Kona name as
reHueste9 ,y this Kesolution from the
Qawaii County Council@ Famous
a2riculture 0ro9ucts are well 0rotecte9
,y other states E Na0a an9 ;omona
dinesN ei9alia 8nionsN dashin2ton
a00les an9 many more@  ]t is time to
0ut the same 0rotection aroun9 one of
QawaiiRs si2nature cro0s@

Cha%%en1in1 the
Pro6essors S6are Ta6ti6s

!he mafor !rocessors 9o not want the
truth in la,elin2 law to 0ass@ dhyg
Pecause they ma4e a lot of money
sellin2 Kona to ,len9ers@ dhy 9o the
'len*ers not want to chan2e the lawg
Pecause they sell a B0\ ,len9 0ro9uct
at X0\ of the B00\ Kona 0riceN ,ut it
only contains B0\ Kona coffee so they
are Hua9ru0lin2 their 0rofits on their
Kona coffee@

Ca0tain Coo4 Coffee CoN Qawaii
Coffee Com0anyN an9 breenwell Farms
all 2aSe testimony AbA]N;! chan2in2
this 9u0licitous law@ !hey use9 the
same ol9 scare tactics they haSe ,een
usin2 for the B[ years that we haSe ,een
fi2htin2 this law@

B@ !hat the 0rice of cherry will 9ro0 to
[0 cents a 0oun9 ,ecause 0rocessors
will not ,e ,uyin2 it@ L!om breenwell
E breenwell FarmsM@

2@ !hat there will ,e a 2lut of Kona
coffee ,ecause U[\ of it is sol9 as
cherry@ LKo2er Kaiwi E Ca0tain Coo4
Coffee CoM@

D@ !hat the Qawaii Coffee Com0any
will sto0 ,uyin2 coffee E they
currently ,uy B0N000 ,a2s a year of
which UN000 is use9 in the B0\ ,len9
LKo2er KaiwiM@

X@ !hat Kona ,len9s serSe consumers
who canht affor9 0ure KonaN an9 can
serSe as a wic4 to ,rin2 new fans to
B00 0ercent Kona coffee@ LJim
dayman E Qawaii Coffee Com0anyM

[@ de re0resent V00 farmers LKaiwiMN
[00 farmers LbreenwellMN D00 farmers
LQCCM@

+e,s ,ake a 0ar* look a, ,0ese
scare ,ac,ics.

B@ dQ_ woul9 the 0rocessors not ,e
,uyin2 cherryg `Sery 0rocessor in
Kona sells B00\ Kona coffeeN locally
an9 worl9Fwi9e@ !he ,len9er ,uys only
the lowest 0rime 2ra9e from the
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processors' So the processors are
going to ha0e to continue to bu3
cherr3 to satis43 their o5n 6778 9ona
mar;et in all the other grades' The
processors ma3 be le4t 5ith some
prime on their hands? but the3 are
cle0er mar;eters? the3 5ill 4ind a 5a3
to sell it' The3 5ill still ha0e to bu3
the same amount o4 cherr3 to meet
their customers@ reAuirements' Ma3be
the3 5ill put the prime the3 can@t sell
bac; into the miC the3 sell as 6778
9ona? so the3 MAE bu3 a little less
cherr3' Fut e0en last 3ear? a bumper
crop? processors 5ere competing to
bu3 3our cherr3' This 3ear 5as a lo5er
crop and the 4ight to bu3 cherr3 5as
robust' GeCt 3ear? gi0en the drought
4orecast? cherr3 Auantit3 5ill be do5n'
And one o4 the rationales processors
had 5hen obHecting to the PJ9
processing 0enture 5as that there
5ould not be enough cherr3 to ;eep
another processor in business 5ithout
impacting current processors'

K' LM8 o4 the 9ona crop is GNT sold
as cherr3' 9ai5i@s 4igures are decades
out o4 date' Tom Oreen5ell in
testi43ing said it 5as M7PQ78'
Rirginia SastonPSmith? SCtension
Agent o4 the Tni0ersit3 o4 Ha5aii?
used a M78 4igure at the Varm Fureau
meeting' This then goes bac; to point
6' W4 M78 is sold as cherr3? and onl3
prime is sold to blenders? then 5hat
amount is that o4 the 9ona cropX A
call around se0eral processors ga0e us
a 67PK78 ratio o4 prime in the crop'
Jet@s be generous to the processors and
use their top 4igure' K78 o4 M78 Y
678 o4 the 9ona crop'

Jet@s ta;e a loo; at the 4igure 4rom
another direction' Wmports o4 4oreign
co44ee into the State o4 Ha5aii are
approCimatel3 M million pounds o4
green bean' Some o4 that is sold under
its o5n name' Most is used to ma;e
Z9ona blend[' So sa3 \M8' W4 3ou do
that as a ratio o4 \]6 3ou get M77?777
lbs o4 9ona used to add to the blended
product? 5hich is less than 6M8 o4 the
9ona crop'

^' _h3 5ould the Ha5aii Co44ee
Compan3 stop bu3ing 9ona co44eeX
aim _a3man has said in numerous
meetings that he sells more o4 his
co44ee as 6778 9ona than he puts in
blends' He told a bept o4 Agriculture
meeting that he bu3s c?777 bags' So?
despite 9ai5i@s testimon3 about
_a3man@s compan3? _a3man has told

us that it is less than ^?M77 bags that
goes into blends' So let@s sa3 _a3man
stops bu3ing the ^?M77 bags he uses
in blendsd that is \8 o4 the 9ona
crop' _a3man has QM8 o4 the blend
mar;et? so multipl3 up his \8 to
co0er 6778 o4 the blend mar;et and
5e get 6e8 9ona crop goes into
blends' S0er3 5a3 5e 5or; it? it
comes out bet5een 67 and 6M8'

Can 5e sell an additional 678PP6M8 as
6778 9onaX Absolutel3' The 9CVA
alone has recei0ed se0eral inAuiries this
3ear 4rom maHor stores as;ing i4 5e
can suppl3 amounts totaling more
than 678 o4 the 9ona crop' _e can@t?
there WS no sparef

e' 9ona blends bN GNT encourage
people to bu3 6778 9ona' _h3
5ould the3X W4 3ou ha0e tasted a soPso
co44ee 3ou associate 5ith the name
9ona? 5h3 5ould 3ou then pa3 o0er
t5ice as much to bu3 6778 9onaX Wn
4act the opposite is true' People start
associating the 9ona name 5ith an
indi44erent co44ee and tell 4riends Zdon@t
bother 5ith that 9ona stu44? its not
5orth the price[' S0en the prestigious
Consumer Reports said that? not e0er
realihing the3 5ere sampling 9ona
blends' A Tni0ersit3 o4 Ha5aii stud3
said 678 blends are hurting the
reputation o4 9ona co44ee in the e3es
o4 consumers' Flenders thin; in a
Zcommodit3 mindset[? but 5e are a
niche mar;et? and the onl3 5a3 to
;eep the high prices that ma;e co44ee
gro5ing 0iable in 9ona is to maintain
that niche mar;et as a specialt3
product? not a cheap commodit3' _e
can sell all our crop? 5e do not need
cheap blends undermining our
reputation'

M' The processors do not RSPRSSSGT
a single cherr3 4armer' The3 FTE
4rom 4armers at the lo5est price
possible? 5hile 4armers sell at the
highest price possible and sell to
5hoe0er is o44ering the highest price'
The t5o entities are in natural
opposition' Processors represent onl3
themsel0es' S0er3one o4 us bu3s gas
4rom Che0ron? cQ? Shell? Costco?
5here0er is the cheapest or most
con0enient' Fecause 5e bu3 4rom
them does not mean 5e Zrepresent[
them' Go more do processors
Zrepresent[ the cherr3 4armers the3 bu3
4rom' The Ag Statistics ser0ice report
QM7 9ona co44ee 4armers? o4 5hich
more than 6M7 ha0e their o5n pri0ate

label o4 co44ee? so don@t be 4ooled b3
the processors doubleP and tripleP
counting o4 4armers and claiming the3
represent them'

bon@t let the blenders and processors
scare 3ou' The3? understandabl3? 5ant
to ;eep their current pro4it s3stem
5ithout ha0ing to change their business
model' Their pro4its go to their
mainland masters? or to the 4oreign
countries the3 bu3 4rom? no bene4it to
9ona? onl3 damage'

Want To Help,

Contact (o)r +e-resentati0es1
As; them to sponsor amending HRS
eLQP6K7'Q' House representati0es are
aosh Oreen? Fob Her;es? Cind3 S0ans?
b5ight Ta;amine? aerr3 Chang? Cli4t
TsuHi? and Va3e Hanohano' Wn the
Senate Russell 9o;ubun? Jorraine
Wnou3e and Paul _halen' All can be
reached at \cePe777 tollP4ree or online
at    555'ha5aii'go0  '

2oin 3C451
Fe a part o4 the onl3 group that is
acti0el3 see;ing to change the damaging
678 blend la5'

6end 8esti9on: in 6)--ort1
Send it in to
in4oi;onaco44ee4armers'org   ahead o4

time and 5hen the Fill is read3 4or
hearing 5e 5ill batch send all 3our
testimon3 in 4or 3ou'

;rite Letters to the >ditor1
_rite to 3our 4a0orite ne5spaper and let
others ;no5 that support 4or changing
the blend labeling la5 is support 4or
4amil3 4arms and their li4est3le so
intrinsic to Ha5aii and our lo0e o4 the
a@ina'

Membership Information

     The 9ona Co44ee Varmers Association
5as 4ounded to protect and promote 6778
9ona co44ee? and to support and pro0ide an
independent 0oice to the 4armers 5ho
gro5 9ona co44ee'
     _ith o0er 667 members? 5e are a
memberPdri0en organihation and
encourage member input at all times' The
9ona Co44ee Varmers Association@s goals
are to help all o4 our member 4armers
succeed in their 4arming business and
enHo3 participating in an organihation
that represents their interests''
     Vind in4ormation and Hoin online at
555';onaco44ee4armers'org'


