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LIME RECOMMENDATIONS: COMMENTS:

Conventional Fertilizer per tree over area defined by a 6 foot diameter:  February apply 1/2 cup of lime, 1/2 cup of 
ammonium sulfate, 1 tablespoon of copper sulfate,  For April and June apply 1/2 cup of lime and 1/2 cup 
ammonium sulfate, For August apply apply 1/2 cup of lime and 1/2 cup of ammonium sulfate.

I am concerned about the low calcium, low pH and low iron.  It is difficult because we need the lime, but it may 
aggrevate the iron shortage.  So we need to go slow and keep an eye on things.  Foliar is the best way to help 
the iron.  

Take tissue test in May or June to evaluate your leaf nutrient status, include a soil test to check soil N level.

Organic Recommendations also available
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Perry Agricultural Laboratory, Inc. 
15241 Pike 138 
PO Box 418 
Bowling Green MO  63334 
 
Email: palinc@hughes.net 
 
Cell 573 253 3376 
Phone 573 324 2931 
 
 
We recommend a yearly soil test taken December through 
February.   A tissue test taken in  May or June along with a soil test 
for available N.  
 
 
Complete Soil test including Micronutrient.  $18.90 
 
Available N Test $6.10 
 
Basic Tissue analysis including N, P, K, Ca, Mg, and S  $21.50 
 
Tissue Analysis, the above with B, Fe, Mn, Cu, and Zn.  $33.00 
 
 
 



Instructions for Taking and Sending a Soil Sample 
 
In a coffee orchard pick 3 to 4 trees that will be your sampling sites representing the area 
of interest.  Very good or very poor areas should be sampled separately.  The flats, if they 
exist, should be sampled separately from the sloping area.   
 
The trees should be marked so that you can sample the same trees another year for 
comparison.  At each tree collect soil from the surface down to 5 inches at four locations 
around the tree.  These locations should be at the edge of the tree’s expanse at the 10 
o’clock position, half way in approaching the trunk; and again at the 2 o’clock position, 
and half way in. 
 
Often stones must be moved and the mixture of peat and small rock is collected as the 
sample.  Many coffee growers say they don’t have any soil, not really true.  The soil from 
all four trees can be mixed together.  Then lay the soil out on newspaper to dry.   The 
sample can then be mixed and sieved through a child’s plastic beach toy sieve.   This 
removes the pebbles and material insignificant to the analysis.  We only need one cup of 
soil for the analysis. 
 
The sample can be placed in a strong zip lock baggie and the baggie labeled with a 
permanent marker.  Place a paper with the name and address of the farm, email address, 
sample name, crop (coffee, macadamia etc) and if the growing practice is organic or 
conventional. The card board flat rate envelopes at the post office are a very good way to 
send several samples.  If you have several samples, place the group in baggies in a gallon 
size bag and seal.   
 
Place the soil import label (attached) on the outside of the envelope, and the 6 page 
permit inside the package; and mail to Perry Agricultural Laboratory, Inc., P.O. Box 418, 
Bowling Green MO  63334  Our physical address is 15241 Pike 138. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Leaf samples should be taken from the 
youngest mature leaf which is usually 
about the 3rd or 4th leaf back from the tip 
of a branch.   Take the leaf sample from 
the trees that were used for the soil 
samples or near-by trees. 
 
A permit is not needed to send leaf 
samples. 
 
Perry Agricultural Laboratory, Inc. 
15241 Pike 138 
P.O. Box 418 
Bowling Green  MO  63334 



Perry Agricultural Laboratory, Inc has been performing soil test for growers in Hawaii 
since 1987.  They make every effort to have the results of their test understood by their 
clients and a clear recommendation made to improve the soil balance and health.  They 
work with conventional and organic growers.   The charge for their complete test is $25. 
 
Attached is a sample report
 
















