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Latino Workforce Questionnaire 
Rudy Guevarra, Jr., Ph.D. 
Arizona State University 

 
Purpose: 
The purpose of this questionnaire is to gather both statistical and testimonial 
information on the impact of Latino workers in the Kona coffee industry of Hawaiʻi 
from the perspective of the coffee farmer/employer.  The information will be used 
for my forthcoming book manuscript, Aloha Compadre: Latinos in Hawaiʻi, 1832-
2010.  Please answer all questions with as much detail as possible.  If you are 
not comfortable answering any part of this, you do not have to.  You can also 
remain anonymous. 
 
Questions: 
Name (you can list real name, pseudonym or anonymous): 
 
 
Name of coffee farm: 
 
 
Location: 
 
 
How large is your farm (acres)? 
 
 
How long have you operated farm? 
 
 
How many employees do you have? 
 
 
How many of those employees are Latino (numbers)? 
 
 
What is the gender breakdown (number of males vs. females)? 
 
 
What is the average age range of your Latino workforce?   
 
 
Are they mostly Spanish speaking or are they also bilingual (w/English)? 
 
 
What Latino ethnicities are employed on your farm (e.g. Mexican, Honduran, 
etc.)? 
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Which are the largest groups numerically? 
 
 
How important is the Latino segment of your workforce to your business? 
 
 
What duties do they perform on your farm? 
 
 
What other ethnic groups do you employ? 
 
 
Do they also work alongside Latino workers or are they separated by ethnicity, 
job type, etc.? 
 
 
Do you have multiple generations of Latino coffee workers employed by your 
farm? 
 
 
How long have your Latino workers been employed by you (average)? 
 
 
Is this seasonal work or do you hire them for year round employment? 
 
 
When is the peak of the coffee harvesting season? 
 
 
Do you find Latino workers to be efficient and productive? 
 
 
What is the average number of bags Latino workers produce per day? 
 
 
Does your Latino workforce live on or near the farm or do they have to commute? 
 
 
Do you think your coffee farm could survive without Latino workers (explain)? 
 
 
How important is the Latino workforce to the Kona coffee industry of Hawaiʻi? 
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Thank you for your participation.  Please email completed form to: 
rpguevarra@gmail.com  


